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TRAE SEAFARERS LOG

Friday. August 29, 1947

SS Cavalier Meeting Points Up
Need For Studying Union Rules

The
working knowledge of the Un-
ion’s constitution and by-laws
was demonstrated recently at a

importance of having a

shipboard meeting aboard the
Alcoa Cavalier where it was
found that many of the motions
proposed by crewmembers were
alrecady a part of the Union’s pro-

gram either in the constitution,

by-laws or agrcements.

When these situations arose,

members of the crew familiar
with the provisicns cf the Union’s
Tules came to the rescue of the
mistaken, though well intended,

b_rdthers by pointing out the pro-
visions covering their motions.
By squaring away the difficul-

ty i‘ﬁmediately, through a know-
ledge of the Union’s written pro-

gram, much time and labor was!'

-Union Made
Smoke Rings
On Clipper

Probably the least sought for
items aboard the Alcoa Clipper
are the Camel cigarettes carried
in the ship’s slopchest; and with
good reason it is that the crew
is giving thumbs down to them
when pushed across the counter.

In the minutes of a shipboard
meeting held at sea on August
1st, each item of business is
separated on the minutes form
by the words: Boycott Camels,
spelled out in capital letters and
underlined.

The crew’s desire to make its

in regards to
stems from the

feelings known
the cigarettes
fact that all Camel cigarettes
manufactured today are made
by non-union labor. The Camel
workers, after concluding a
strike against the company were
a short time later locked out
with over 500 persons made idle.

At the meeting, in addition

to giving the R. J. Reynolds To-
bacco Company the old heave-
ho, the 2nd Steward read one
of Paul Hall’s articles in “Clear-
ing The Deck,” and suggested
that because of its educational
nature, the entire ship’s crew
abide by the article.

Presiding over the meeting
was W. Stockman, while M.
Greenberg recorded the minutes.

saved and the meeting then pro-
ceeded smoothly to other matters
on the crowded agenda.

The Cavalier crew then turned
its attention to elections to select
a representative of each depart-
ment to appear at SIU Head-
quarters in New York to aid in
drafting proposals for passenger
ship agreements.

TO GO TO HQS

Those elected to aid Headquar-
ters representatives in working
out the problems of manning
scales, wages and working con-
ditions were: Charles Steinberg,
Deck Department; William
Higgs, Stewards; and William
McCuistion, Engine Department.

With the tallying completed,
Chairman Higgs then led the
meecting into Good and Welfare
where the crew was commended
for its splendid internal coopera-
tion. Suggestions then follow-
ed for improving still further the
relationships aboard and for put-
ting an end to the remaining
petty friction.

Looking It Over

Pounding the hot pevement

of a wvillage street in France
are Seafarers Matthew Sams,
Cook and Ralph Mendez, Mess-
man. The two Seafarers are
off the Toussainte L‘Ouverture,

Bull Lines.

Drydock Delivered
To Bermuda Base
By Tug Farallon

The SIU-crewed Moran tug
Farallon with a 425-foot floating
drydock in tow was expected ia!
Bermuda this week. The 4,200-‘
ton drydock, which serviced
Navy ships during the war, was
hauled from Brooklyn on what
was estimated to be a 10 day trip.!

Another Moran tug stayed as-
tern of the huge drydock as she
was towed through the Narrows.
She guided the tow as far as the
Ambrose Lightship.

The Farallon will return to

dock in Bermuda, where it will
be employed on an Army con-
struction job. A crew of 21 men
were aboard the dock, which was

heavily loaded with marine gear.

New York after leaving the dry- |,

Secretary Paul M. Morrison
noted in the minutes that much
applause greeted the proposals
to increase still further the har-
mony aboard.

After a short educational lec-
ture on parliamentary proceed-
ure, and an agreement by all to
channel all beefs through the
delegates, the two-hour meeting
was adjourned.

Brother Finds
Bremerhaven
Rough Port

Another German port in which
merchant seamen are given a
hard time by the military au-
thorities is Bremerhaven, accord-
ing to Harold Amacker, Deck En-
gineer of the Desoto.

Commenting on the letter sent
the LOG by crewmembers of the
Gateway City (LOG, August 15)
which told of discrimination and

abuse doled out to the Gateway]j

City men in Bremen, Brother
Amacker stated that things were
even worse in Bremerhaven.

“Bremen used to be bad,” he
said, “but it is much better.|
Bremerhaven is the tough spot
now.”

According to Brother Amacker
seamen are forced to use Army
script ashore but if they have
any left when the ship leaves
they cannot exchange it for dol-
lars.

Seamen are pounced upon the
minute they overstay the 11 p. m.
curfew but soldiers are allowed
to roam the streets all night. In
the same manner a seaman with
a German girl is arrested and
fined but a soldier is not stopped.

SHORT BEER. SHORT HOURS

If the seamen are content to
stay away from the main drags
they can’t do much, as the USS
clubs are only allowed to serve
drinks three hours a day, while
soldiers can drink at any time in
their clubs which exclude sea-
men.

One case in particular was
pointed out by Brother Amacker:
A seaman was arrested within
the pier gates for carrying two
cartons of cigarettes. Cigarettes
can be carried within the gates,
but the MPs grabbed him any-
way before he could reach the
gate and register them.

He was pulled into court
where he was relieved of his
cigarettes and after some fast
talking got off with a $25 sus-
pended fine.

Brother Anacker’s word of ad-
vice to seamen sailing for Bremer-
haven is a pointed one: “If you
try to foellow every rule the Army
sets down for seamen, you might
as well stay on the ship.”
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'SHIPS' MINUTES AND NEWS

A-ROCKIN’

AND A-ROLLIN’

Plowing through the seas with a 30 degree roll, the SS James
Duncan is shown taking it all

in stride on a trip to Europe.

The Duncan, a Watermen ship, refused to remain still while
Ray Durban, Deck Maintenance, took the snapshot. so Brother
Durban held fast to the rail and caught the Duncan in the thrces

of a heavy roll.

South African Twin Bill
Produces Hit-Fest

Baseball as it was never played in Brooklyn was demon-
strated to the natives of South Africa when the crews of
two Robin Line vessels squared off against each other in a

diamond encounter marked
baseball, that is.

Playing under the withering
rays of the African sun, the men
of the Moline Victory met in
a contest with the Robin Locks-
ley nine.

In the first game, played in
Lourenco Marques, the curtain
was finally rung down with the
Robin Locksley hotshots scoring
29 runs, but coming out on the
short end to the 30 scored by the
clouters off the Moline Victory.

Back to their ships went the
victors and the vanquished. The
thoroughly demoralized Locks-
ley team then switched its strat-
egy. They brought up a new
twirler and primed the men for
another onslaught should the oc-
casion present itself, which it did.

BACK INTO BATTLE

A few days later both ships
met again in Mombasa,

diamond trotted the warriors.

This time it was going to be
different; it was going to be
strictly a pitcher's duel. Over
the plate zoomed spitters, slid-
ers, curves and change-of-pace
balls. But it was no use, the boys
were cut for blood.

There was no controlling the
teams. Both teams stood close to
the plate and swung from the
ground. The boys of the Robin
Locksley powered five balls for
four sackers. Pitcher after pitch-
er left the box completely un-

nerved. It was murder in the
afternoon out there on the
mound.

by terrific slugging—of the

Kenya'
Colony, and out to an improvisedl

*

When the setiing sun dropped
over the horizon and the last ef
the local populace had left shak-
ing their heads in bewilderment
at the antics of the baseball-hap-
py seamen, the score was there
for all to see: Moline Victory—15;
Robin Locksley—35.

Today there are two Robin
Line ships plying the seas off
the African coast, but like in
Mudville, there is no joy aboard
the Moline Victory.

Thomas Reed Crew
Lauded By Master
For Fine Conduct

For displaying fine cooperation
and behavior during the recent
trip of the Thomas B. Reed which
paid off in Philadelphia last
week, the Skipper of the vessel,
Albert S. Luker, drew up a let-
ter of thanks which he forwarded
to the SEAFARERS LOG.

Captain Luker’s letter to his
fine crew follows:

“To the Editor of the LOG:

HI wish to extend my compli-
ments to the entire crew of the
SS Thomas B. Reed in all de-
partments, for their behavior,
cooperation, and fine condition
that they brought the ship back
in.”

The letter was forwarded to
the LOG by Eddie Higdon, Phil-
adelphia Agent, who handled the
payoff.























